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‘| HATED THE HOT WEATHERY’

Joanne Collings, 26, an account
manager from Surrey, emigrated

to Singapore in 2005, but came

back earlier this year...

“Lots of my friends thought I was mad
to want to move back to the UK, but

I was fed up with being covered in sweat
the moment I stepped out of my door. It
was 35°C every day and so humid. I also
missed the sense of humour. English might
be the first language in Singapore, but
they don’t laugh at the silly things we do.

I was only 23 when I moved there.

I got a job as a copywriter at M&C Saatchi
in Singapore and was living the dream.
It was great for my career, because

there’s less competition, so you get
promoted more quickly. The downside
is you have to work incredibly hard. In
Singapore, people stay in the office until
10pm or 11pm. I didn’t get why they
didn’t just go out for drinks with friends
in the evening, like I used to do at home.

In other ways, the quality of life was
better. It felt very safe and I could walk
home at 4am, without the threat of
being attacked or robbed.

I lived in a luxury apartment with my
boyfriend, which was far bigger than
anything we could afford at home. 1 was
told, if I stayed, I'd eventually earn enough
to have a maid and live like a queen.

However, after a year, 1 felt bored.
Everything was in a small area and we
couldn’t just drive somewhere different.

I missed simple things, like going for
a country walk and ending up in a pub,
or sitting by the fire in the cold. I even

In Singapore, people stay in
the office until 10pm or 1lpm’

missed bangers and mash. Noodles and
dim sum are lovely, but I was eating
them every day. Even though my
boyfriend, Neil, enjoyed his job as a
sponsorship consultant for Ogilvy &
Mather, he wanted to come home, too.
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