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Daughter plays‘in
my childhood road

SUZANNE AHERN, and her partner
ANDREW WILLIAMS, both 43,
moved back to Suzanne’s place

of birth, Clanfield in Hampshire,

six years ago

‘Suzanne says: My memories of
childhood are really happy ones. I
used to play out on the street in the
little cul-de-sac of Nickleby Road,
where my parents had always lived.
Both sets of my grandparents
were from Hampshire and the ones
“on my dad’s side are buried in the
village church graveyard. We lived at
No17 and when I was three months
old my parents moved to Noll,
When I was 19 I went to university
in London and ended up working in
PR in the West End for more than
20 years. I loved being in the big city
and I met Andrew, who was a real
Londoner at heart and we were Very
happy but deep dpwn I hankered
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aIter the simple countryside in
which I'd grown up. Little by little,
the city began to feel.too busy and
noisy for me and when I gave birth
to my daughter Josephine, I really
wanted to be near my mum,

When Josephine was three
months old I broached the subject
of moving back to Clanfield with
Andrew. I thought he would be
reluctant to leave the hustle and
bustle of Lontdon in favour of an
abundance of cows and fields but
he was actually quite enthusiastic.

He agreed that it was important
for Josephine to grow up in a
community and with the real sense
of belonging that I had growm up
with. We moved to the other side of
the village and before long a house
became available in the street where
I grew up, and we bought it - No15,

1 just two doors away from the house

in which I was born. My parents still
live at No11 and some of the elderly
neighbours still remember me - it
feels like one happy family. Since
moving I've set up my own PR
business which I operate from home
and Andrew, previously a builder,
has retrained as a teacher. i

Josephine plays out in the same
cul-de-sac I did and when she's
eight she will go to the same school
I did in the village.

She's six now and I know moving
back here was the right thing. I can
see she’s got a real sense of identity.
that I don’t think she would have
had growing up in London. There
really is no place like home.

Andrew says: It was a really big
step to leave London to live in a
small village in Hampshire. I was
a little wary -that I might miss the
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As research reveals more

.than a million Britons

have moved back to thelr




