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Ever watched Spooks or Ugly Betty ar awd wondered
what it would be like to do those jobs for real? Meet
the women whose careers are played out on TV

THE TV CAREER: Crime scene
investigator in CSI

‘I PULL APART DEAD BODIES’
Becca Llewelyn, 27, from Milton Keynes, works | .
as a crime scene investigator in Northampton,
She earns upwards of £22,000 a year

“When T was a little girl, I had a microscope and
used to spend hours pulling apart worms under
it. I loved science at school, too, so it followed I'd
end up doing something investigative as a job.

I started by doing work experience with a CSI
team when I was 21, after graduating in criminology
and psychology. We went to investigate a burglary
and, when I saw them dusting for prints, I was
hooked. I joined the team permanently after that.

When it comes to dead bodies, you're broken in §
gently. The smell is horrific, but I'm used to it now,
The worst are suicides — if they've jumped in front
of a train, there are body parts everywhere. Burns
victims are bad, too. We have to examine them for
signs of injury and photograph them from all angles.

The most common cases are car crimes or
burglaries. We search the scene for fingerprints and §
footprints, as well as fibres, hair or cigarette ends
that might carry DNA. But the most exciting jobs
are murders or fires. I once worked on a house fire
that was initially thought to have been an accident,
but the post-mortem showed one of the victims
had been stabbed first. We then found the knife in
the burnt-out house, and the killer was eventually



