B... INSPIRED

Georgie Francis, 25, from Guildford, Surrey,
founded the company, White Cotton Cards,
which had a £imillion turnover last year.
WORTH: just over £1million
‘| studied foundation art at the Wimbledon
School of Art, but was disillusioned when
| left in 2000. Everyone on my course was
outrageous; | was so ordinary and didn't think
- I'had what it took to be an artist, so | took
awaitress jobinstead.
- Because of my arty background, my friends
ent me lovely cards, which inspired me to
make my own. Id buy second-hand jewellen
‘and cinnamon sticks to put on them. | made
“my first sale — six cards for £12 — to a chocolate
shc:p in Farnham. Encouraged, | tried other
: shops One suggested | show my cards at the
Top Drawer exhibition
(for companies who

“' ‘MY BUSINESS IDEA MADE ME RICHER
THAN I'D EVER IMAGINED’

in 2003 and won Best Handmade Card, and
in 2004, | won the Best Trend, Fun or Graphic
Range award. I'd been up and running for

a year and couldn’t believe how well I'd done
— the turnover was £300,000. To celebrate

| treated myself to a Mercedes SLK.

My dad built me a studio in the garden; |
hired another four agents to sell my cards and
10 staff to help make them. | was still putting
nearly all of the money | made back into the
business, but | did give up my waitressing job!

In August 2004 my dad secretly entered
me into the Daily Mail’s Enterprising Young
Brits competition. | had no idea, so it was
a huge surprise to find out | was in the top
four. | went to the ceremony in London, and
The chancellor Gordon Brown mentioned
me in his speech!

The business’s bank balance grew daily,

d in September 2005, it hit £imillion. | went
rink with my mum and my best friend
ant to make a big deal of it. White
rds has been a dream come true,

'a millionaire is just the icing on
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